
Issue
During  the  past  two  Congresses,  at  the  behest  of  the  big  record  labels  a  bill  was  introduced  to  impose  a  perfor-
mance  fee,  or  tax,  on  local  radio  broadcasters.  The  Performance  Rights  Act  would  have  imposed  a  devastating  
new  fee  on  local  stations  simply  for  airing  music  on  the  radio  –  airing  the  music  that  provides  free  promotion  to  

  

History

to  impose  a  performance  tax  on  local  radio  stations.  

NAB  and  broadcasters  have  been,  and  continue  to  be,  unalterably  opposed  to  the  Performance  Rights  Act  since  it  

an  attempt  to  resolve  the  longstanding  performance  tax  issue  and  shape  a  positive  outcome  for  the  radio  industry.

term  sheet  where  music-playing  terrestrial  radio  stations  would  pay  a  limited  performance  fee,  which  would  be  set  

and  permanent  removal  of  the  Copyright  Royalty  Board  from  the  rate  setting  process.

NAB Position

The Performance Rights Act 
Puts Local Jobs at Risk

(See  reverse)



are,  ironically,  their  greatest  promotional  tool.  The  value  of  free  radio  promotion  to  record  labels  and  performers  

Performance  Rights  Act  legislation  hurts  the  local  radio  stations  that  communities  depend  on  for  entertainment,  
local  news  and  vital  information  during  times  of  crisis.  Broadcasters  are  engaged  in  a  good  faith  effort  to  resolve  
this  issue  in  the  best  interests  of  both  radio  and  the  music  industry.  

Action Needed

any  new  performance  tax,  fee  or  royalty  on  local  radio  stations.
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